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Principal Rob Detzel

Hello everyone and welcome to the 2020-2021 St. Lawrence School Virtual Open House.  We are very disappointed that we 
cannot hold this event in person so that you can see all of the wonderful things our school has to offer, but we are excited 
to hold this virtual event. We are very proud of our long tradition of success but are also extremely proud of the innovative
technology and teaching methods that we have recently implemented into our curriculum. We have upgraded our facilities 
in the last two years by adding a state-of-the-art STEAM Lab, renovating our foyer and computer lab, and updating our 
security system to help ensure the safety of the students and staff.

My name is Mr. Detzel and I am in my 2nd year as the principal of St. Lawrence Catholic School and this is my 28th year in 
Catholic education. I previously was the principal of St. Cecilia School in Independence, KY, where I had the privilege of 
leading the school to its first-ever National Blue Ribbon of Excellence Award in 2018. Before becoming a principal, I served 
as an English teacher and department chair, basketball coach, and athletic director at Newport Central Catholic High School 
over a 23-year span. While at Newport Central Catholic, I was named as a 3 time Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers 
Award winner. I was also fortunate enough to be named the 9th Region Basketball Coach of the Year 3 times and was the 
9th Region Athletic Director of the Year in 2011-2012. I also have had the honor of being inducted into the Covington Catholic 
High School and Northern Kentucky Sports Hall of Fames. I have been honored to speak at the National Blue Ribbon 
Conference and was just named to the Marquis’ Who’s Who in America list.

Although I have only been at St. Lawrence School for two years, I can honestly say that the school feels like home. The 
community of St. Lawrence has made me and my family feel so welcomed. I always enjoy seeing how quickly new students 
assimilate to our school. We have a loving, family atmosphere that just makes this place special. Our students receive 
individual attention and are not just a number in a class. Our faculty and staff take an active role in getting to know each and
every student. Our students receive a faith-based education that provides rigor, relevance, and engagement. This learning 
enables our students to become exceptional 21st century learners with an educational foundation that makes them 
successful for the rest of their educational careers and beyond.

I hope you enjoy our video and the virtual tour of St. Lawrence School. If you have any questions, please contact us 
anytime. Thank you for considering our school and God Bless! Back to Meet Our Leadership



Father Ben Syberg

Friends and guests, welcome to Saint Lawrence! My name is Father 
Ben Syberg and I am honored to be the pastor of our church.

Being here is a kind of life-come-full circle. I’m not from Lawrenceburg; 
I grew up on the southside of Indianapolis. In that part of the city, one 
can find many large and prominent Catholic churches, each with a 
thriving school. Mine was Our Lady of the Greenwood. Like most of my 
classmates, I moved on to the local Catholic high school, Roncalli (a 
most recent 4A State Football Champ, might I add). Staying in the city, 
I began my seminary studies at a small Catholic college called Marian 
University, and then to my graduate studies. Once I became a priest, I 
was sent right back to the southside of Indy, to St. Barnabas, which 
compared to my home church of Our Lady, is a rival. So my allegiances 
are torn! Regardless, I am clearly familiar with Catholic schools.

Saint Lawrence was the first Catholic school for me as a pastor. And 
that means the world to me. Like many of the families and staff here, 
we may not be natives, but we’ve been quickly adopted. Saint 
Lawrence is an easy place to love. I look forward to many good days 
here, and believe me, if you want to join us, you too will be welcomed 
into the family.

Back to Meet Our Leadership



Our History 

St. Lawrence School, established in 1869 and operated by 
Franciscan nuns, has been a cornerstone of the 
Lawrenceburg community for more than 150 years. In the 
early part of the 20th century, Father William Kreis took 
the initiative to build St. Lawrence a modern school.

After nine years of fundraising, planning, and construction, 
the school and convent for the Franciscan nun who would 
teach the students opened in the fall of 1927. 

Over the years, the school has had several additions, most 
recently in 2003 with the completion of four classrooms 
and the Father Jack Hartzer multi-purpose room.



St. Lawrence Catholic School is a preschool 
through 8th-grade elementary school with 
an enrollment of more than 130 students.

St. Lawrence was awarded the U.S. 
Department of Education's National Blue 
Ribbon Award in 2006 and was nominated 
again in 2012.

St. Lawrence is accredited by the state of 
Indiana.

About Us



By the Numbers

Average years teaching experience23

Student-to-teacher ratio

138
13:1

Students enrolled 

Classrooms with smartboards16



• The National Blue Ribbon Schools Program 
has been recognizing great American 
schools since 1982.

• The National Blue Ribbon Schools Program 
recognizes public and private elementary, 
middle, and high schools based on their 
overall academic excellence. 

• Now in its 38th year, the National Blue 
Ribbon Schools Program has bestowed 
recognition on more than 8,900 schools. 

• St. Lawrence was named as an Exemplary 
High Performing School among the state’s 
highest performing schools, as measured 
by state assessments or nationally normed 
tests. Up to 420 schools may be nominated 
each year.

Our School



2019 ILEARN Testing Scores

ILEARN English/LANGUAGE 
Arts

English/LANGUAGE 
Arts

Math Math Science Science

Grade St. Lawrence State St. Lawrence State St. Lawrence State
3 5461 5450 6448 6437 N/A N/A
4 5510 5481 6455 6477 7512 7500
5 5564 5513 6509 6501 N/A N/A
6 5566 5534 6544 6527 7501 7500
7 5635 5560 6613 6536 N/A N/A
8 5624 5573 6550 6559 N/A N/A

ILEARN Social Studies Social Studies

St. Lawrence State

5 8529 8501

Indiana Learning Evaluation and Readiness Network Test



Faith Development

We are committed to teach as Jesus 
taught, instilling Catholic values and 
emphasizing respect for the 
individual in a caring atmosphere, 
which fosters a love for learning and 
continuous growth.



Prayer Opportunities

• Students are encouraged to pray 
often.  We attend Mass as a school 
every Thursday. 

• Each day we begin with a prayer and 
reflection, pray in class, say our 
lunch prayer, and have a closing 
prayer.  

• We also participate in the Spiritual 
Adoption Program.



Sacraments

• Students in the second grade are 
prepared in school for the 
sacraments of First Reconciliation 
and First Holy Communion.  

• Students attend Mass every 
Thursday and can receive the 
Eucharist.



Service Learning

St. Lawrence School is 
involved in Service 
Learning.  

Each grade level leads a 
service project that serves 
our local parish, the local 
community, or even other 
parts of the world.  



Faith Opportunities
Throughout the school year, St. Lawrence School has a 
variety of faith-building activities.  
These activities include: 
• May Crowning 
• Living Rosary
• Eucharistic Adoration
• Catholic Schools' Week activities
• Third grade Nativity Play
• Service hours requirement (grades 4-8) 
• Thanksgiving Turkey Drive& Canned Food Drive
• Blankets for foster home
• Right to Life baby bottles

We also apply our faith to current events and will pray 
additional prayers or the rosary as needed.  



Technology

• 1:1 Chromebook ratio for grades 3-8; iPad 
1:1 for all grades

• Newly renovated computer lab with 
Windows 10 software

• Smartboards in all classrooms
• Weekly computer classes included in 

curriculum 
• User rights for IXL, a common core state 

standard meeting software for all our 
grades



• Students have a STEAM class and each class 
has access to the lab when it is not in use. 

• This lab gives our students an edge over 
students from other schools as the 
technology available in our lab is an incredible 
supplement to our curriculum. 

• We will continue to upgrade our technology 
to ensure that our students have access to the 
best technology that we can provide.



Father Ben Syberg STEAM Lab 

• VR Classroom
• Bytespeed 
• Z-Space
• Clevertouch Board
• Drones
• Dash Robots
• Robotics
• Lego boards
• Osmo
• Bloxels
• Circuit Scribe
• 3DPens 

Est. 2019



STEAM Students at Work



Meet Our Teachers
Click any of the images virtually tour their classrooms

Mrs. MaryAnn Atwood
First Grade

Mrs. Lindsey Jenkins
Kindergarten

Mrs. Pam Leiker
Preschool Director

Mrs. Jackie Stoecklin
Preschool



Meet Our Teachers
Click any of the images virtually tour their classrooms

Mrs. Melissa Weismiller
Second Grade

Mrs. Jill Lanning
Third Grade



Meet Our Teachers
Click any of the images virtually tour their classrooms

Mrs. Kassie Coy
Fourth Grade Homeroom
4-5th Grade Language Arts, Religion

Mr. Andrew Block
Fifth Grade Homeroom
4-5th Math, Science, Social Studies



Meet Our Teachers
Click any of the images virtually tour their classrooms

Mrs. Cheryl McCann
Junior High 
Religion

Mr. Derek Leiker
Junior High 
Social Studies

Mrs. Joanna Loechel
Junior High 
Language Arts



Meet Our Teachers
Click any of the images virtually tour their classrooms

Mrs. Janet Cropper
Junior High 
Mathematics

Mr. Jay Sprague
Junior High  
Science, Mathematics



Meet Our Specials Teachers
Click any of the images virtually tour their classrooms

Mrs. Susan Schmuelling
Art
STEAM
Remedial Reading

Mr. Bryan Wagner
Technology
Physical Education

Mrs. Shannon Jaehnen
Music 
Spanish



Specials
Click any of the images virtually tour each subject

Library

Computer
Lab

STEAM
Lab

Art Gym

Music Spanish



Facility
Click any of the images virtually tour each area

Gym
Main 
Office

Foyer/
Entry

Cafeteria



Extracurricular Activities
Click any of the images virtually tour each area

Robotics Choir

Speech 
Team

Chess
Club

Basketball

Cheerleading

Cross
Country

Art
Workshop



Classroom Tours



Preschool

Hello and welcome to Preschool at St. Lawrence!

Mrs. Leiker developed the preschool program using her expertise in Visual 
Phonics and learning styles. The program is dynamic to adjust to each child’s 
learning level while also building vocabulary and background 
knowledge. Children read better when they’ve heard the words before.

In the St. Lawrence preschool class for four-year-olds, students play with a 
purpose. For example, students refine motor skills by playing with over-sized 
eye droppers at the water table. Squeezing the eye dropper uses the same 
hand action as holding a pencil. By playing with eye droppers, preschoolers 
build hand strength and fine motor coordination to perfect pencil grip.

Centers and activities feature the letter of the week. For the letter P, the 
kitchen center converts to a pizza parlor. Our favorite activity during P week is 
popping popcorn with the lid off! Visual Phonics teaches an action for the 
sound of the letter plus sign language for the letter and associated words.

Parents are well informed of preschool happenings with newsletters and 
conferences. Our favorite days are Muffins with Mom and Donuts with Dad to 
share what we’re learning. In addition, individual learning portfolios track 
student progress. Family members can share in the fun on our Facebook 
page.

Mrs. Leiker

Back to Meet Our Teachers



Preschool

Hello, I am Jackie Stoecklin and I am a Preschool teacher at St. Lawrence! 

I am absolutely honored to be the teacher who gives many students their first 
experience in a classroom. I love making my classroom a warm and inviting 
home for preschoolers to play, explore, create and discover new things! I want 
school to be a safe place where students feel loved, valued, and confident.

Play is powerful! Learning through play creates meaningful learning 
opportunities. The materials evolve and change as our studies/themes 
change. I love to nurture my students’ excitement for learning by creating 
developmentally appropriate, engaging, and challenging lessons so they 
become lifelong learners. 

During your child’s first year of preschool we study the alphabet, shapes, 
colors, and counting numbers 1-20. We are constantly developing our social, 
visual, gross, fine motor and language skills. It is unbelievable to see how much 
preschoolers develop during their first year of preschool!

“The future of the world is in my classroom!” I look forward to being your 
child’s Preschool teacher!

Mrs. Stoecklin

Back to Meet Our Teachers



Kindergarten

Welcome to Kindergarten!

Hi, I’m Mrs. Jenkins.  This year we focus on Reading, 
Phonics, Writing, Math and Religion!  One of the biggest 
things that I use to help us with reading is the Orton-
Gillingham multisensory program.  We use many tools to 
help us learn that include sand, blending boards and hand 
tappers to help us with our phonetic skills so the kids can be 
successful readers and writers.

We practice sight words every day and some students learn 
between 100- 200 sight words before they leave my 
classroom.  We practice writing sentences and drawing 
pictures to match our writing.

I love teaching Kindergarten because I get to see the kiddos 
light up when they figure out how to read cvc (consonant, 
vowel, consonant) words.  They love coloring, drawing, 
cutting, and gluing activities and we do that every day in 
Kindergarten.

I look forward to the opportunity to be your child’s 
kindergarten teacher.

Mrs. Jenkins

Back to Meet Our Teachers



1st Grade

Welcome to first grade! My name is Mrs. MaryAnn Atwood. I have been 
teaching for fourteen years, eight of them being in the first grade. I really enjoy 
teaching first grade for many reasons, but one being the funny stories I hear on 
a daily basis! I believe St. Lawrence is a special place because of our family-like 
environment.

In the first grade we use ‘Progress in Mathematics’ for our math curriculum. 
This program provides students with the foundational skills needed to become 
proficient in math. We focus a lot on basic math facts (addition and 
subtractions up to 20). By the end of first-grade students will know how to add 
and subtract 2-digit numbers, which is something that always excites the 
students!

In Language Arts/Reading, we use the ‘Wonders Reading Series.’ Students not 
only learn how to read in the first grade but also learn how to become fluent 
readers with expression. With this program, I have found that students have a 
large vocabulary of sight words along with great comprehension of what they 
read in a text. We focus a lot on finding the evidence in the text to help answer 
comprehension questions. In the first-grade students write every day using the 
C.O.P.S. (Capitalization, Organization, Punctuation, and Spelling) procedure, an 
easy way to remember important elements of writing.

Please feel free to contact me via email with any questions regarding the first 
grade at St. Lawrence!

Mrs. Atwood

Back to Meet Our Teachers



2nd Grade

Hello!  My name is Missy Weismiller and I am the second-grade teacher here at 
St. Lawrence School.  My husband Kurt and I are members of St. Lawrence 
Parish and all three of our children are proud graduates of St. Lawrence 
School!

I absolutely love teaching the 2nd grade!  Second graders are so excited to 
learn and their excitement makes teaching a joy.  Our students prepare to 
receive TWO sacraments in the 2nd grade, the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
and the Sacrament of First Holy Communion.  I am blessed to have the 
opportunity to guide the second graders along their faith journey. 

Academically, the second graders show amazing growth during the year we 
spend together. They enter second grade “learning to read” but they leave 
the second grade “reading to learn and loving to read!” They learn many new 
concepts in Math that help them to become real-world problem solvers.  In 
the second grade, their writing skills begin to soar.  

I love St. Lawrence School’s beautiful family atmosphere. Our students and 
staff truly love and care about one another.  We are fortunate to be able to 
worship, learn, and pray together every day.  I am blessed. 

“To love what you do, and feel that it matters, how could anything be more 
fun?”

Mrs. Weismiller

Back to Meet Our Teachers



3rd Grade

My name is Mrs. Jill Lanning and I am the third grade teacher at St. 
Lawrence School. I received a Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary 
Education from Ball State University and earned a Master of Education 
degree from Indiana Wesleyan University. I have been teaching at St. 
Lawrence for 22 years. 

I love the family atmosphere at St. Lawrence. We care about each other 
and that is why St. Lawrence feels like home.

Our third grade students enjoy learning many new things, including 
multiplication, division, and cursive. The school year is also filled with 
some great traditions. 

The third grade students perform the nativity play every year. In honor 
of Presidents/ Day, the third graders portray the former presidents in a 
Presidential Wax Museum. The Saint Project is a favorite for many St. 
Lawrence families. The third grade students research a saint and they 
create a board where their face becomes the saint’s face. They then get 
to share information about their saint. 

Third grade is a busy and exciting year at St. Lawrence School!

Mrs. Lanning

Back to Meet Our Teachers



4th/5th Grade

My name is Kassie Coy, and I am the fourth and fifth 
grade language arts and religion teacher at St. 
Lawrence. 

My family and I are parishioners of St. Lawrence 
Church, and all three of our children currently attend 
St. Lawrence School. This is my fourteenth year at St. 
Lawrence, and I feel blessed to have my work and 
spiritual community so closely tied to my family.

In fourth and fifth grade, students focus on learning 
about the sacraments and the Ten Commandments. 
Both grade levels read novels along with their reading 
series. 

In fifth grade, the students read A Christmas Carol by 
Charles Dickens, and typically they attend A Christmas 
Carol play at Playhouse in the Park in Cincinnati. 

The goal in fourth and fifth grade is to teach a love of 
reading and writing and help the students grow to 
become independent learners to prepare them to 
enter their middle school years.

Mrs. Coy

Back to Meet Our Teachers



4th/5th Grade

Welcome to the 4th and 5th math, science and social studies! 

In math classes, students are always finding exciting ways to meet today’s 
curriculum demands with our world-famous M.A.T.H. Stations! 

M – meet with Mr. B.

A – at your desk assignment which is a traditional assignment

T – technology where students get an opportunity to play a digital math 
game reinforcing a skill they are learning. 

H – hands-on – and all the students LOVE the hands-on activities we have for 
each skill of the week! 

He usually has a trick or two up his sleeve when students come back to see 
him such as rolling Dungeons and Dragons dice to create fractions, perform 
an operation with them and defeat Mr. B.’s diabolical monsters!

In Science and Social Studies, students use a unique mix of blended-learning 
techniques to emphasize the “Four C’s” of the 21st Century Learner –
communication, collaboration, creativity and critical thinking. Students learn 
how to conduct research, generate graphic organizers to find and analyze 
information from trusted professional websites, deconstruct those ideas 
into their own words and thoughts, create a product for deeper 
understanding, and share out to a real audience all within the confines of 
the classroom!

Mr. Block

Back to Meet Our Teachers



Jr. High Social Studies

My name is Derek Leiker and I am the middle school social studies teacher at 
St. Lawrence School. I have 35 years’ experience teaching Social Studies and 
have taught at St. Lawrence Catholic School for the past two years.  My goal 
is to prepare the students to be successful in high school, college, and 
beyond.

At St. Lawrence Middle School, we incorporate a wide variety of hands-on, 
real-life activities.  We conduct a mock trial, role play, and student led 
experience lessons.  We also explore life skills such as cooking, household 
budgets, and job hunting.  Most years we visit the police station to learn 
police procedures and Emergency Medical Services to learn first aid.  Also, to 
explore another culture and language, the students are introduced to ASL 
(American Sign Language).

The curriculum that is taught follows Indiana State guidelines.  The subjects 
are:

8th Grade - United States History (Beginning to 1877) and U.S. Government

7th Grade - World Geography

6th Grade - World Civilizations

Mr. Leiker

Back to Meet Our Teachers



Jr. High Religion

Hello, my name is Cheryl McCann and I teach Religion at St. Lawrence. My love for 
teaching became a reality throughout the 10+ years I volunteered in my home parish 
and the school systems of my four children prior to obtaining licensure. 

I received my teaching license through Saint-Mary-of-the-Woods College in Terre 
Haute. Additionally, I obtained numerous religious certifications from the 
Archdioceses of Cincinnati and Indianapolis, Ruah Woods, and have also taken 
independent adult catechesis courses for personal enrichment. Having gained 
experience in nearly all subject areas, I’ve found my greatest joy teaching the faith 
to middle school grades. 

Here at St. Lawrence, I have used the foundational knowledge of the students to 
build their catechetical understanding in the areas of liturgical worship, personal 
prayer, the bible, the sacraments, the commandments, and the beatitudes. 

In sixth grade, the students take a historical walk through the Old Testament 
account of the life of God’s people. In seventh grade, a focus is placed on personal 
prayer and building a solid relationship with the Person of Jesus Christ. The students 
develop and set the stage for moral decision making that will impact their future. 

For eighth grade, we cover morality and understanding God’s purpose for each of us 
with a specific emphasis on St. John Paul II’s Theology of the Body program. Since 
their faith development is crucial to their happiness in life, I like to have my students 
leave middle school energized to be “the salt of the earth” and desire intimacy with 
God.

Mrs. McCann

Back to Meet Our Teachers



Jr. High Language Arts

Hello, and welcome from the St. Lawrence middle school English program! My 
name is Mrs. Loechel, and I am excited to have this opportunity to write to you 
about the tremendous opportunities available to your child and our current 
students. 

During their middle school years, St. Lawrence students continue to develop and 
hone their reading and writing skills. This includes writing five paragraph essays, 
creative writing, and research papers; studying  grammar; reading literature, both 
in and out of the classroom setting; and giving presentations. Our school includes 
gifted authors, avid readers, and dedicated learners who embrace opportunities 
and eagerly rise to challenges, including an appropriately challenging curriculum. 

Personally, I am a staunch supporter of Catholic education. Not only did I receive 
my Masters of Education from Thomas More University in Education 
Administration, but I taught in a Catholic high school for 18 years before coming 
to St. Lawrence last year. Strong in my faith in God, I also serve as a deacon in my 
church. I am married, have two children (a boy and a girl), one grandson, two cats 
and two dogs. 

If you are looking for a small school environment that will help develop a strong 
student who is well prepared to meet the challenges of high school, we look 
forward to having you join our family. 

Mrs. Loechel

Back to Meet Our Teachers



Jr. High Science & Math

Hello my name is Jay Sprague, and I teach middle school Science and Math.  I 
taught high school science for 34 years while at the same time teaching middle 
school for 7 years. This is my 2nd year at St. Lawrence School.  I have a BS in 
Science from Eastern Kentucky University and MA in Chemistry from Xavier 
University. 

Two of the best things about St. Lawrence are the class sizes and the love for 
learning the students exhibit. With the small class sizes not only do you get to 
know the students, but they get to know you too. This helps the students who 
struggle while at the same time it builds confidence for others to be pushed 
beyond their limits.

We cover concepts in Physics, Chemistry, Ecology, Genetics, Astronomy, Pre-
Algebra and Algebra to name a few. Students usually want to know more about 
what they are learning.  I have high expectations and push them harder because 
I know what is needed of them for high school.

St. Lawrence is the first school I’ve taught where technology is put as a priority, 
from one-to-one computers to Smart Boards to the STEAM Lab. In my classes 
we use several Lab Simulation websites that allow the students to collect data 
and analyze through Inquiry.

I, too, had a Catholic grade school education which I feel helped mold me into 
who I am today. My wife is the DRE and Youth Minister at St. Teresa in Bright, 
and I am a member of the music ministry. I am a strong supporter of the Catholic 
community and am proud to teach at St. Lawrence.

Mr. Sprague

Back to Meet Our Teachers



Jr. High Math

Mrs. Cropper teaches the 8th grade Algebra and the 7th and 8th

grade Pre-Algebra classes. She graduated from NKU with 
degrees in Mathematics and Physics, received her Master’s 
degree in Education at NKU, and furthered her education with 
a principal certificate from Xavier. She has taught 6-12 grade 
Mathematics at Villa Madonna Academy for many years and 
held a position as a principal. She then semi-retired several 
years ago.

After retiring she has focused on working with students with 
learning disabilities on a one-on-one basis. She has three 
children and stays active with tennis and hiking. She enjoys 
working with students at all levels and has taught ones that 
have gone on to Harvard, MIT, and the Naval Academy. Mrs. 
Cropper was an active presenter on ‘Math Anxiety in the 
Classroom’ at the Kentucky Mathematics Conference for 
several years.

This is her first year teaching 7th and 8th grade math at St. 
Lawrence. She said she “loves teaching the students at St 
Lawrence because they are eager to learn and ready for the 
challenge.”

Mrs. Cropper

Back to Meet Our Teachers



STEAM

Hello, I’m Mrs. Schmuelling and I teach Art and STEAM to all the 
students and remediate small groups of students in kindergarten 
through third grade. 

In STEAM, some of the things we work with are Zspace, DASH 
robots, virtual goggles, OSMOs, multimedia challenges, and 3-D 
designed & printed projects.  

In 2015 I started the school’s VEX IQ robotics team,  which has now 
developed into five teams.  They perform exceptionally well in their 
competitions throughout Indiana.  The robotics is open to any 
students in grades four through eight.

St. Lawrence School has a positive atmosphere, great teachers, and 
wonderful students that have kept me at St. Lawrence all these 
years.  It is an awesome place to teach because of all the support 
that you get from the other staff members, supportive parents, and 
the students who are excited about learning, all of which makes it 
easy to come to school every day! It is a mission, not a job!

"Tell me, I forget. Show me, I remember. Involve me, I understand."

Mrs. Schmuelling

Back to Specials



Technology

Hello, I am Mr. Wagner and this is my 5th year 
at St. Lawrence School as the PE and 
Computer teacher. I am a graduate of 
Northern Kentucky University with a Bachelor 
of Arts in Elementary Education. I truly enjoy 
sharing my passion for fitness and healthy 
living with all of my physical education 
students K-8. I also coach our school Cross 
Country team.

My Kindergarten and first grade computer 
classes use iPad mini’s as well as desktop 
computers to learn typing and mouse skills.

All of our 2nd-8th grade students are now 1-1 
with Chromebooks where we utilize Google 
apps for education. They learn to be proficient 
in Docs, Sheets, Slides as well as increasing 
their typing proficiency.

Mr. Wagner

Back to Specials



Art

Hello I’m Mrs. Schmuelling and I am currently in my 26th year at St. Lawrence 
School! I live in Yorkville, IN. with my husband, Dave. I have three grown children.   
My two daughters live in Indianapolis and my son is stationed in Las Vegas, Nevada 
with the Air Force. I attended the College of Mount St. Joseph for my Bachelor of 
Arts Degree and Teaching Certification in Visual Arts (K-12). I exhibit my own 
artwork in Columbus, Indiana.

I teach Art and STEAM to all the students and remediate small groups of students in 
kindergarten through third grade.   In Art, we work with 2-D & 3-D media.  Each 
grade has smaller projects and larger projects.  In 6th grade, our big project is 
working with plastcast to create masks.  In 4th grade, our big project is creating an 
ancient Egyptian life size tomb.   

We have various Art Workshops after school for grades one through three and we 
hold Cookies & Canvas Painting Nights for parents and their children.

St. Lawrence School has a positive atmosphere, great teachers, and wonderful 
students that have kept me at St. Lawrence all these years.  It is an awesome place 
to teach because of all the support that you get from the other staff members, 
supportive parents, and the students who are excited about learning, all of which 
makes it easy to come to school every day! It is a mission, not a job!

"Tell me, I forget. Show me, I remember. Involve me, I understand."

Mrs. Schmuelling

Back to Specials 



Music

Welcome to St. Lawrence! I am Mrs. Jaehnen. 

My love of music started at an early age and inspired me to 
earn a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music from Union College. 
While studying music, I toured with the Union College Singers, 
performed at the Cabaret Jazz Festival, and won the Katherine 
P. Sutphin Award for excellence in music. I have been teaching 
music since 1999, but St. Lawrence School is by far my favorite 
school because I can be myself. 

At St. Lawrence School students enjoy music as well as 
Spanish. I teach K-8 music and 6-8 Spanish. In music class 
students love learning about elements of music, performance, 
and gain an appreciation for music. 

Students showcase their talents and skills by performing in a 
dazzling all school Christmas concert, and a talent show. 
Advanced music is offered to students in grades 6-8. This 
elective allows students to play guitar and piano, expand vocal 
range and knowledge, compose music and grow as a musician.

Mrs. Jaehnen

Back to Specials



Remedial Reading

Hello, I’m Mrs. Schmuelling and I teach Art and STEAM to all the 
students and remediate small groups of students in 
kindergarten through third grade. 

Remedial programs are not the same thing as Special 
education, which is designed to meet the ongoing needs of 
students with disabilities to help them make progress in school.

Remedial programs are designed to close the gap between 
what a student knows and what he’s expected to know. They 
often target reading or math skills. In many cases, students are 
removed from their regular classroom and taught in another 
setting.

Many students require the extra help remedial programs can 
provide.

Mrs. Schmuelling

Back to Meet Our Teachers



Physical Education

Hello, I am Mr. Wagner and this is my 5th year at St. 
Lawrence School as the PE and Computer teacher. I am a 
graduate of Northern Kentucky University with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education. I truly enjoy 
sharing my passion for fitness and healthy living with all 
of my physical education students K-8. I also coach our 
school Cross Country team.

I enjoy incorporating technology into my physical 
education classes and use online resources and a state of 
the art video screen to enhance my students' experience. 
I offer unique opportunities for exploring different sports 
and activities with the addition of an American Ninja 
Warrior course, portable tennis nets, and Crossfit 
equipment.

Mr. Wagner

Back to Specials



Library

My name is Loretta Weller and I am the librarian/office assistant 
and recess monitor. I have been blessed to work with such 
dedicated staff and administrators throughout my twenty-seven 
years at St. Lawrence. My number one goal is to help the 
students develop a LOVE FOR READING. I feel this is very 
important no matter what careers they choose to pursue. The 
amount of free reading done outside of school has consistently 
been found to relate to growth in vocabulary, reading 
comprehension, verbal fluency, and general information. 
Students who read independently become better readers, score 
higher on achievement tests in all subject areas, and have greater 
content knowledge than those who do not.

The fact that I have the privilege to interact with K-8 students is 
beneficial in getting to know their personalities and aspirations. 
The smiles on the children's faces when they get to come to the 
library to check out books or for story time with the younger 
children is what makes my job so rewarding. The enthusiasm of 
the students is contagious.

The devotion by all is what makes it a joy to work for such a 
wonderful, faith-based school.

Mrs. Weller

Back to Specials



Spanish

Hello! I am Mrs. Jaehnen, the music and Spanish teacher for St. 
Lawrence. 

While I teach K-8 music, I also teach the middle school students 
grades 6 through 8 Spanish. 

In daily Spanish classes, students use digital tools to learn a 
foreign language. I guide the students through the online 
course, which provides vocabulary and grammar, how to 
communicate effectively, and explores various Spanish 
cultures.

Mrs. Jaehnen

Back to Specials



Facility Tour



Foyer/Entry

Back to Facility Overview



Main Office

The main office is the school’s 
central hub for information for 
teachers, students and parents. 

Late arrivals or early dismissals 
will report here and any 
medicine that is stored or 
administered happens here as 
well.  

The principal’s office is also 
located here and any personal 
electronic devices from students 
are stored here as well. 

Back to Facility Overview



Gymnasium

Back to Facility Overview



Cafeteria
The cafeteria, also known as 
“Hartzer Hall” offers hot 
lunch daily to students with 
milk option. 

If students pack their own 
lunch, they have the option 
to purchase milk a la carte. 

The afterschool “Latchkey” 
program is also held here. 

It also serves as a meeting 
room for some assemblies 
and parent gatherings.

It is currently set up to allow 
for social distanced seating 
for the health and safety of 
our students.  

Back to Facility Overview



Extracurriculars 



Robotics

Robotics is open to grades 
4 – 8. The club meets from 
August to February and 
participates in 
competitions throughout 
Indiana. 

Fees associated with 
competitions are paid 
through student 
fundraising. 

Back to Extracurriculars



Basketball

St. Lawrence School 
offers a girls and boys 
basketball program. 

- Boys basketball is 
offered for grades 3 – 8 
in the fall.

- Girls basketball is 
offered for grades 5 – 8 
in the winter. 

Back to Extracurriculars



Cheerleading

St. Lawrence School 
offers cheerleading for any 
student in 5th – 8th grade.

Cheerleading occurs in the fall. 

Back to Extracurriculars



Cross Country

St. Lawrence offers Boys and Girls 
Cross Country running for grades 5 – 8. 

The season runs from August through 
October.

Back to Extracurriculars



Choir

Choir is open to grades 4 – 8 and is 
year-round for practices and 
performances. 

Back to Extracurriculars



Speech Team

Speech Team is available for 
students in 5th and 6th grade 
and is in the fall. 

Back to Extracurriculars



Chess Club

Chess Club is available to 
students in grade 4 – 8 
year-round. 

There are no fees 
associated with this club. 

Back to Extracurriculars



Art Workshop

Art workshops are open to students 
in grades 1 – 3 and meet after school 
throughout each month. 

The cost for each workshop is $5

Back to Extracurriculars



Frequently Asked Questions



How do I apply?

• After completing the virtual open house, school leadership will be contacting all participants 
with follow up information and enrollment packet information. 

• If unable to attend the open house, please complete this form for an enrollment packet to be 
sent to you: https://stlschool.com/application-form

https://stlschool.com/application-form


What are the admission selection procedures? 

• Beginning with the spring registration date each year, without exception, students registering for kindergarten, who are age 5 by 
August 1 of the school year for which they are registering will be eligible for consideration for admission. 

• For grades 1 through 8, students will be eligible for consideration for admission based on proof of successful completion of the
previous grade. 
1. Eligible students will be selected and placed in the school based on the maximum capacity of classrooms as set by the School Advisory Team 

according to the following categories in order of preference: Current students of the school. 
2. Catholic children of participating parishioners who are siblings of students attending the School in the current school year.
3. Catholic children of participating parishioners who are siblings of a graduate of the School. 
4. Catholic children of participating parishioners. 
5. Catholic children of non-participating parishioners who are siblings of students attending the School in the current school year. 
6. Catholic children of non-participating parishioners who are siblings of a graduate of the School. 
7. Catholic children of non-participating parishioners. 
8. Non-parishioner Catholic children. 
9. Non-Catholic children. 

• Within categories numbered 1 through 4 above, priority will be given according to the parish registration date of any family deemed to 
be a “participating parishioner”. 

• Within categories numbered 5 through 9 above, priority will be given according to the date of the School admission application. Each 
year’s incoming student class will be selected soon after the registration/re-registration process is closed. For any student selected for 
the incoming class, his or her Catholic siblings will be placed in category #2 or #5 above for the school year for which they are 
registering depending on parishioner status (See Section C above).



Do I need to be Catholic to send my 
children to St. Lawrence?
• The school respects the personal conscience of individual students and their families. This 

freedom is recognized by the Catholic Church. However, as a Catholic school it cannot 
relinquish its own freedom to proclaim the Gospel and to offer a formation based on the 
teachings of the Catholic faith and the values to be found in Christian education. 

• Students are expected to participate in religious instruction and Catholic formation, including 
Christian service, offered at the school except those that are intended only for Catholics (e.g. 
reception of the sacraments). 

• In response to the religious practices of some faiths, it is important to note that the school 
will retain the right to limit or prohibit the wearing of any item that is considered by the 
school to be violation of school policy. 

• The school reserves the right to make definitive decisions concerning whether the wearing or 
possession of any item is to be considered a violation of school policy.



Will my child attend Mass?

• All students (Grades K – 8) participate in formal religion classes and the celebration of Mass 
weekly and on Holy Days when school is in session. Parents and friends are encouraged to 
attend our liturgical functions. 

• First Reconciliation and Holy Communion are received in the second grade. 

• To provide effective catechetical preparation for reception of the sacraments, each child 
must have had two years of religious instruction and must attend Mass faithfully. 



How is the school focused on student safety?

• St. Lawrence has a single-entry point to the school that is monitored by a staff member and 
there is video surveillance on all exterior doors. 

• All visitors are required to sign-in. The Lawrenceburg Police Department aids in providing a safe 
environment. 

• There is a safety film on all windows to ensure that they are mirror-tinted on the exterior 

• The school maintains a faith-based code of conduct. 

• All faculty, staff, and volunteers are required to help maintain a safe environment by completing 
routine background checks and participating in Safe and Sacred training. 

• The staff is also trained in CPR and in active shooter training. 

• Drills for fires, earthquakes, tornadoes, and lockdowns are practiced throughout the year. 

• St. Lawrence received a School Safety Grant in 2019 and installed a new surveillance system.



What policies are in place for COVID safety precautions?

• A comprehensive policy has been in place for the entirety of the 
2020-2021 school year

• Notable regulations include: 
• Mask wearing for students and staff
• Socially distanced seating in the cafeteria
• Frequent handwashing, disinfecting of hands or shared spaces
• Desks and cafeteria seating socially distanced
• Recess times and equipment individual by grade 
• Limited or scheduled student movement in the building, as possible
• Temporary suspension of: outside visitors, volunteers, assemblies, field trips



What is the homework policy?

• Homework is an important means of following up on classroom instruction and provides further 
practice of necessary skills. It is the responsibility of the student to see that it is done accurately, neatly, 
and completed on time. 

• Parents can assist by providing a quiet atmosphere and encouragement. Students should spend time 
each day studying or reading if there is no written assignment. Parents should see that the homework is 
complete; however, they should not do the homework for the student. A child’s progress is hindered if 
homework is not done. The amount of time spent on homework each evening should be approximately 
10 minutes per grade level. 

• Grades K-1 – 10 minutes 
• Grades 2-4 – 20-40 minutes 
• Grades 5-6 – 50-60 minutes 
• Grades 7-8 – 70-80 minutes

• Please keep in mind that these are guidelines. There may be nights where there is no homework. 
• Consideration must be given to the fact that children work at different paces and may take a longer or 

shorter time to complete their work. There will be no homework on the weekends as this is family time. 
• Students may have projects that are long term assignments that they could work on during the 

weekends or tests that they may need to study for over the weekends. Long term assignments require 
students to pace their work to prevent the need to spend a large amount of time completing the 
assignment just before it is due.



Are there before/after school programs?

• Students can be dropped off at the Hartzer Hall doors in the back parking lot starting 
at 7:15 a.m. Students then proceed to Hartzer Hall where they are monitored by 
school staff until dismissed to their classroom beginning at 7:30. There is no charge 
for morning care.

• The Latchkey Program is available from afternoon dismissal to 6:00 p.m. The children 
will have supervised recreation and will be provided a snack and drink. 

• All students regardless of grade level are expected to sign in to latchkey unless being tutored 
by a teacher or staying for a supervised practice or rehearsal which begins right after school. 

• For information on the latchkey program, please contact Jill Hautman at 812-655-2705. You 
can also email your questions to jhautman@sls-apps.org. The latchkey program will not be in 
session when school is closed due to inclement weather or if there is an early dismissal due to 
inclement weather.



What are payment options? 

• St. Lawrence School uses FACTS Tuition management to collect tuition. All families are 
required to sign a FACTS agreement that allows the school to track tuition as well as 
automatically deduct tuition from a chosen bank account. 

• Families will have several payment plan options with this system. Families who have 
extenuating financial circumstances must contact the principal and pastor so that 
arrangements to pay tuition can be agreed upon. 

• Families in need may fill out an application for tuition assistance. No financial assistance will 
be awarded to families who have an unpaid tuition balance. 



What is the Indiana Choice Scholarship?

• The Indiana Choice Scholarship Program Act creates a scholarship program that provides children 
from low- and middle-income families the option to attend the public or private elementary or 
secondary school of their parents’ choice.

• It provides up to 90% of tuition fees in scholarships to families that meet certain guidelines, 
including financial limits. 

To be eligible, a student must meet all of the following requirements:
1. Be a resident of Indiana.
2. Be accepted for enrollment into a participating voucher school that is located in Indiana.
3. Be between the ages of 5 and 22 no later than August 1 of the school year.
4. Meet the income requirements.

• Visit https://www.doe.in.gov/choice for full information and details

https://www.doe.in.gov/choice


How do I apply for financial aide?

• Saint Lawrence School accepts transfer students and students through the Indiana Choice Scholarship 
(School Voucher) Program. The purpose of the voucher program is to provide state tuition support for 
eligible students transferring from a public school. 

• The following criteria must be met for a potential student to be considered for admission: 
1. Choice Program Guidelines must be met (see www.inpea.org or www.schoolchoiceindiana.org) for those students wishing to use the 
voucher program. 
2. Enrollment/Admission forms are completed.
3. A conference with the principal, parents and student has been held to discuss the goals, religious mission and expectations of the 

School. 
4. If requested, the parents have provided a written statement indicating their reasons for seeking enrollment for their child in the 
School. 
5. Previous educational records have been supplied to the School including, if available and applicable: current grade transcript or report 
card, most recent standardized testing results, Individualized Education Plan (IEP), Service Plan, Section 504 Plan or Individual Catholic 
Education Plan (ICEP). 
6. If appropriate records are not available or if there are other educational concerns, the principal may require entrance testing of the 
child and direct consultation with the previous school to determine appropriate educational placement before admission is granted. 
7. Updated immunization records have been received. 
8. Applicants for admission to grades 6, 7 and 8 are generally scrutinized more closely than applicants for lower grades as educational 
preparation and disciplinary records at this level are of more concern to the School. 
9. NOTE: Catholic schools support the disciplinary decisions of other schools. Therefore, a student expelled from another private or public 
school may not be considered for enrollment until one year after the expulsion date and then only at the discretion of the Principal in 
consultation with the Pastor.

http://www.inpea.org/
http://www.schoolchoiceindiana.org/


Thank You!
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